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Varhadi dialect 


Varhadi is a dialect of Marathi spoken in Vidarbha region of 
Maharashtra and by Marathi people of adjoining parts of Madhya 
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Telangana in India. 
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Vocabulary and Grammar 


Although all the dialects of Marathi are mutually intelligible to one 
another up to a great extent, each dialect can be distinctly identified 
by its unique characteristics. Likewise, Varhadi replaces the case 
endings la (elT) & na (dT) of standard Marathi with le (A), a feature it 
shares with neighboring Khandeshi dialect. So, mala (HeTT) (to me) 
of standard Marathi becomes male (PT^) while tyanna (<SIHT) (to 
them) becomes tyahile (cblf^) in Varhadi. Despite being a dialect 
of Marathi, the vocabulary as well as grammar of Varhadi is 
significantly influenced by Hindi due proximity of Vidarbha to 
Madhya Pradesh. The common examples of Hindi words in Varhadi 
which are different than standard Marathi are: 


Varhadi 

Hindi 

Standard 

Marathi 

English 

Sidha / sarka (^fktT/iR^BT) 

Sidha pEfkJT) 

Saral (^T?o5) 

Straight 

Buda (5J5T) 

Buddha 

(IfT) 

Mhatara pftTcTRT) 

Old 

man 

Pagala / bhaitad (tUTcST/ 
■Acns) 

Pagal 

(tTFRT) 

Veda (^T) 

Mad 

A rigur (3UJ?) 

Ahgur 

Draksa (STST) 

Grapes 


The grammatical changes in Varhadi differing from standard Marathi 
& closer to Hindi are: 


Varhadi 

Varhadi-Nagpuri 

Native to India 

Region Vidarbha region 

of Maharashtra; 
also 

southwestern 
Chhattisgarh 
and Madhya 
Pradesh and 
northern Andhra 
Pradesh; 
Specially in 
berar 

region(Akola, 
Amravati, 
Washim, 
Buldhana and 
Yavatmal) 

Native speakers (7.0 million cited 
1995 )! 1 ] 

Language Indo-European 

family 

■ Indo-lranian 

- Indo-Aryan 

■ Southern 
Zone 

■ Marathi 

■ Varhadi 

Writing system Modi script 

Devanagari^ 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 vah 

Glottolog varhl239 (htt 

p://glottolog.o 
rg/resource/lan 
guoid/id/varhl2 
39) PI 







































Varhadi 


Standard Marathi 


English 


Hindi 

Ml ja'un rahilo (dt ^TKFT <if£cil) Maim ja raha hum (# ^TT jp MIzatoy pft ^TTcfk) I am going 

Mlallffi' 3TTcfl) Maim ayl (*f ■stuff) MI ale (4t -3TT^) I (feminine) came 

Tuyavala pen de (c^MetT fbt Apna pen do (stout ffu^t) Tuzha pen de ffu Give your pen 
Pan! gheun ghe tff) Pan! le Id proft ^ eft) Pan! ghe (dW ft 3) (Please) Have water. 

Apart from this, there are many words & phrases indigenous to Varhadi i.e. common to neither standard 
Marathi nor Hindi. For instance, to give stress on a request or an order, the suffix zo (^ft) (singular) or zd 
(^TT) (plural) is used like "Mahya porichya lagnale ye za (Hlgjl cPHle) *W) "Please attend my 

daughter’s wedding." Also, there are words & phrases maintained by Varhadi which were present in older 
Marathi (spoken 300 years ago or even prior to that) and have vanished from mainstream Marathi. E.g., in 
vocative case, abe ('31^1) is said in Varhadi instead of ‘are’ (>31^) of standard Marathi. Another good example 
is the sentence construction of past continuous tense e.g. in Varhadi, it is said ‘Tho bahut abhyas kare" (£fl 
gT^cT -3TWTRT c|^) or "'To lay abhyas kare'" (eft FFT 3f'«TRT cf^) (He studied a lot) unlike "To khup abhyas 
karaycha" (eft 3f'«TRT eRTTVT) of standard Marathi. 

In most of the Indo-Aryan languages (or even in Dravidian languages, for that matter), Sanskritized words 
of standard language get simplified in spoken dialects. Exceptionally, Varhadi has a few Sanskrit tatsama 
words for whom the standard Marathi counterparts are modified words ( tadbhava shabda ) such as in eastern 
parts of Vidarbha, snake is called sarpa (Thf) unlike sap (HIM) of standard Marathi. 

The forms of Varhadi vary in different parts of Vidarbha and also, as per castes. The influence of Hindi 
increases as one moves towards Madhya Pradesh. E.g. in the parts adjacent to Madhya Pradesh, ‘zana padte’ 
(tiTET M-Scl) (I have to go) is preferred over ‘zaa lagte’ (^TT cPMlcl), which is similar to Hindi ‘jana padta hai’ 
(vsi hI MScll f). Also, consonant ‘cha’ (V) (like in chook ^jeff), prevalent in Marathi but absent in Hindi, is 
often pronounced as ‘cha’ like in vachan (cTTT). So, paach (tTHT) (five) may be pronounced as paanch of 
Hindi. 

In the areas closer to Marathwada region of Maharashtra and on the contrary, distant to Madhya Pradesh, 
Varhadi is influenced by dialects of adjacent parts of Marathwada. One can easily recognize a person from 
Pusad, Digras or Umarkhed taluka of Yavatmal district by his sentence of present continuous tense. 
Somebody from this area will say ‘me mandirat zaylo’ (ift HfeTcT \UNeil) (I am going to visit a temple) 
instead of ‘mee mandirat zaun rahilo’ (ift HfelcT ^TTTFT Tlf^eit) of other parts of Vidarbha. Similarly, the tone 
of speech in Chikhli, Mehkar, Deulgaonraja talukas of Buldana district is similar to that of nearby parts of 
Marathwada. If someone from this area speaks to a person from Nagpur or Wardha, the latter may get 
confused whether the former is from Vidarbha or Marathwada. Likewise, Khandeshi dialect spoken in parts 
of Jalgaon district adjacent to Vidarbha is too similar to be differentiated from Varhadi of Malkapur- 
Shegaon belt of Buldana district. The perfect varhadi can be heard in Akola and Amravati district. 
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